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018. STANDARD ELEMENTARY CERTIFICATE. 
A Standard Elementary Certificate makes an individual eligible to teach grades Kindergarten (K) through eight (8), 
and may be issued to any person who has a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and who 
meets the following requirements:  (3-16-04) 
 
 021. General Education Requirements. A minimum of forty-four (44) semester credit hours, or sixty-
six (66) quarter credit hours, in general education selected from the following areas: the humanities, the social 
sciences, the fine arts, mathematics, natural sciences, and language skills. These credits shall include the following:  
Completion of the general education requirements at an accredited college or university is required. (3-16-04)(        ) 
 
 a. Twelve (12) semester credit hours, or eighteen (18) quarter credit hours, of English, including 
composition and literature. (3-16-04) 
 
 b. Twelve (12) semester credit hours, or eighteen (18) quarter credit hours, of social science, 
including U.S. history and/or American (federal) government (psychology will not satisfy this requirement). Course 
work accepted as social science shall be earned through these departments: History, Political Science, Sociology, 
Anthropology, Economics and/or Geography. (3-16-04) 
 
 c. Eight (8) semester credit hours, or twelve (12) quarter credit hours, in two (2) or more areas of 
natural science (psychology will not satisfy this requirement). The three (3) natural science areas are: Biological 
Science, Physical Science and Earth Science. (3-16-04) 
 
 d. Three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, of fine arts (music or art) 
department course work. (3-16-04) 
 
 e. Six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, in math department course work. 
   (3-16-04) 
 
 f. Three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, in the content or methods of 
physical education and/or health education, exclusive of activity classes. (3-16-04) 
 
012.  Professional Education Core Requirements.   (3-16-04)(        ) 
 
 a. A minimum of twenty-four (24) semester credit hours, or thirty-six (36) quarter credit hours, in the 
philosophical, psychological, and methodological foundations and in the professional subject matter of elementary 
education, which shall include at least six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, in 
developmental reading and its application to the content area.  (3-16-04) 
 
 b. At least six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of elementary student 
teaching or two (2) years of satisfactory experience as a teacher in grades K-8.  (3-16-04) 
 
 03. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or 
university or verification of two (2) years of teaching experience in grades Kindergarten (K) through eight (8). 
   (3-16-04) 
 
 04. Ninth Grade Endorsement. If an individual with a Standard Elementary Certificate completes 
the requirements for a subject area endorsement as outlined under requirements for a Standard Secondary 
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Certificate, an endorsement allowing teaching of that subject through grade nine (9) may be added to the Standard 
Elementary Certificate. (3-16-04) 
 
 05. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour 
requirements provided herein. Additionally, each candidate shall meet or exceed the state qualifying score on 
approved elementary content area and pedagogy assessments. (3-16-04) 
 
019. EARLY CHILDHOOD / EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION BLENDED 
CERTIFICATE. 
An Early Childhood / Early Childhood Special Education Blended Certificate is non-categorical and makes an 
individual eligible to teach in any educational setting for youth from birth to grade three (3), including those who are 
at-risk or have developmental delays. The Early Childhood / Early Childhood Special Education Blended Certificate 
may be issued to any person with a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and who meets the 
following minimum requirements: (3-16-04) 
 
 021.       General Education Requirements. A minimum of forty-four (44) semester credit hours, or sixty-
six (66) quarter credit hours, in general education selected from the following areas: the humanities, the social 
sciences, the fine arts, mathematics, natural sciences, and language skills. These credits shall include the following: 
Completion of the general education requirements at an accredited college or university is required.  (3-16-04)(        ) 
    
 a. Twelve (12) semester credit hours, or eighteen (18) quarter credit hours, of English, including 
composition and literature. (3-16-04) 
 
 b. Twelve (12) semester credit hours, or eighteen (18) quarter credit hours, of social science, 
including U.S. history and/or American (federal) government (psychology will not satisfy this requirement). Course 
work accepted as social science must be earned through these departments: History, Political Science, Sociology, 
Anthropology, Economics and/or Geography. (3-16-04) 
 
 c. Eight (8) semester credit hours, or twelve (12) quarter credit hours, in two (2) or more areas of 
natural science (psychology will not satisfy this requirement). The three (3) natural science areas are: Biological 
Science, Physical Science and Earth Science. (3-16-04) 
 
 d. Three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, of fine arts (music or art) 
department course work. (3-16-04) 
 
 e. Six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, in math department course work. 
   (3-16-04) 
 f. Three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, in the content or methods of 
physical education and/or health education, exclusive of activity classes. (3-16-04) 
     

012.         Professional Education Requirements. (3-16-04) 
 
 a. A minimum of thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hours, in the 
philosophical, psychological, and methodological foundations, in instructional technology, and in the professional 
subject matter of early childhood and early childhood-special education. The professional subject matter of early 
childhood and early childhood-special education shall include course work specific to the young child from birth 
through grade three (3)in the areas of child development and learning; curriculum development and implementation; 
family and community relationships; assessment and evaluation; professionalism; and, application of technologies. 
   (3-16-04) 
 b. The required thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hours, shall include 
not less than six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of early childhood student teaching and 
three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, of developmental reading. (3-16-04) 
 
 03. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or 
university, and passage of the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Exam. (3-16-04) 
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 04. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour 
requirements provided herein. Additionally, each candidate shall meet or exceed the state qualifying score on 
approved early-childhood assessments. (3-16-04) 
 
020. STANDARD SECONDARY CERTIFICATE. 
A Standard Secondary Certificate makes an individual eligible to teach in grades six (6) through twelve (12). A 
Secondary Certificate may be issued to any person with a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university 
and who meets the following minimum requirements: (3-16-04) 
 

01. General Education Requirements. Completion of the general education requirements at 
an accredited college or university is required.         (        ) 

 
012.   Professional Education Core Requirements. (3-16-04)(        ) 

 
 a. A minimum of twenty (20) semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter credit hours, in the 
philosophical, psychological, and methodological foundations, instructional technology, and in the professional 
subject matter of secondary education, which must include at least three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter 
credit hours, of reading in the content area. (3-16-04) 
 
 b. The required twenty (20) semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter credit hours, must also 
include at least six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of secondary student teaching or two 
(2) years of satisfactory experience as a teacher in grades six (6) through twelve (12). (3-16-04) 
 
 03.  General EducationTeaching Field Requirements.  Preparation in at least two(2) fields of secondary 
teaching; a major subject first teaching field of at least thirty (30) semester credit  hours, or forty-five (45) quarter 
hours, and a minor subject second teaching field of at least twenty (20) semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter 
credit hours.  Preparation of not less than forty-five (45) semester credit hours, or sixty-seven (67) quarter hours, in a 
single subject area may be used in lieu of a major the first teaching fieldand minor or second teaching field 
requirements.  (3-16-04)(        )  
 
 034. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or 
university or verification of two (2) years of teaching experience in grades six (6) through twelve (12). (3-16-04) 
 
 045. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour 
requirements provided herein. Additionally, each candidate must have a qualifying score on an approved content 
area assessment in any area(s) for which the certificate or endorsement(s) will be applied. (3-16-04) 
  
BREAK 
 
028. EXCEPTIONAL CHILD CERTIFICATE. 
Holders of this certificate work with children who have been identified as having an educational impairment. 
   (3-16-04) 
 
 01. General Education Requirements. Completion of the general education requirements at an 
accredited college or university is required.           (        ) 
 

012.     Generalist Endorsement (K-12). The Generalist K-12 endorsement is non-categorical and allows 
one (1) to teach in any K-12 special education setting. This endorsement is valid for five (5) years. Six (6) credit 
hours are required every five (5) years for renewal. Regardless of prior special education experience, all initial 
applicants must provide an institutional recommendation that an approved special education program has been 
completed. To be eligible for an Exceptional Child Certificate with a Generalist K-12 endorsement, a candidate must 
have satisfied the following requirements: (3-16-04) 
 
 a. Completion of a baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university. (3-16-04) 
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 b. Completion, in an Idaho college or university, of a program in elementary, secondary, or special 
education currently approved by the Idaho State Board of Education, or completion, in an out-of-state college or 
university, of a program in elementary, secondary, or special education currently approved by the state educational 
agency of the state in which the program was completed. (3-16-04) 
 
 c. Completion of thirty (30) semester credit hours in special education, or closely related areas, as 
part of an approved special education program. (3-16-04) 
 
 d. Each candidate must have a qualifying score on an approved core content assessment and a second 
assessment related to the specific endorsement requested. (3-16-04) 
 
 023. Hearing Impairment (K-12). Completion of a minimum of thirty (30) semester credit hours in 
the area of hearing impairment. An institutional recommendation specific to this endorsement is required. (3-16-04) 
 
 034. Visual Impairment (K-12). Completion of a program of a minimum of thirty (30) semester credit 
hours in the area of visual impairment. An institutional recommendation specific to this endorsement is required.(3-16-04) 
 


